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are hoped to provide a key to most puzzles that make navi-
gation still problematic in the summer, the Polar stations
have biologists, hydrologists, hydrographic experts, mag-
netologists and geologists on their staffs. Each station acts
as a base for investigations in a radius of 300 miles. Most
of these roaming studies are made during the winter, when
transport is easier. Dog teams, reindeer sledges, on some
stations even aero-sledges driven by motor-car engines take
the explorers on their trips. They improve the maps of
their districts, include more detailed topographical data,
collect mineral samples. In fact, they are strategical
centres in the battle to tame the Arctic. From year to year
their number increases. The net which is woven to hold the
Polar region more strongly in the grip of human organization
grows tighter.
The staff on Dickson is the largest of all Polar stations.
There are two hundred people, twenty-five of them women,
who stay there over the winter.   A child born on the station
is now three years old, two others who came there when
they were still sucklings toddle about the mossy ground and
seem to be none the worse for their extraordinary life.   One
of their greatest amusements is to watch the release of
stratosphere  balloons—a new  method  of meteorological
observation which consists in releasing a set of fourteen
balloons which rise up to 18 miles above the ground.   They
are called Maltchanoff Sound, have little radio transmitters
with batteries attached, and send down reports on atmo-
spheric conditions for about an hour or two.  Then the whole
set is lost somewhere into space.   Their observations are
useful for Arctic aviation, which the Russian airmen hope
to extend into the stratosphere.   They found, for iastance,
that the air high above the Arctic is warmer than that above
sub-tropical Central Asia.   I don't quite understand why
and how that is.   But they said they did.
I did not know how long I would be on Dickson.   It was
just a question of waiting for a chance to catch some boat
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